PSY 410 – Cognitive Psychology.   J. P. Toth.

Research Proposal Outline
 [Due Oct. 4th at 5pm; email to tothj@uncw.edu].
Instructions:  For each item below, replace the italicized text with your answers/information; do not erase the bolded text.  Name the file "PSY410-Proposal-yourlastname.doc" and send to tothj@uncw.edu].
1.  Working Title.

Choose a relatively short title (<15 words) that clearly conveys the main topic of your project.  You are encouraged to make your title catchy & fun, but only if the topic is clear.  Titles are the first thing people notice about a paper/poster and thus should make them want to learn more.
2.  Description of research question and your motivation for asking it.

Briefly state (a) the main question you are going to address; and (b) the reasons you are asking it (e.g., testing a theory; applied implications; etc.).

3.  Sample.

State how many people you plan to test.  If you plan to restrict your sample (e.g., only females, age range, etc.), state and justify that here.

4.  Design.

Clearly identify your independent and dependent variables, and state whether your IV(s) will be manipulated within or between subjects.

5.  Procedure.

Describe the procedure you plan to use (i.e., how you intend to conduct your experiment); the more detail you can provide the better.

6.  Data Analysis.

Briefly state your main comparisons of interest and the statistical analyses you plan to use (e.g., t-tests, correlation coefficients, One-way ANOVA, Factorial ANOVA, etc.). 

7.  Expected results.

Briefly predict your results. What do you expect to find?  Use graphs if necessary.
8.  References.

Provide two references of papers that you have actually read and which provide some background context for your project.  For example, you might read & cite papers that have manipulated similar variables; or which advanced a theory that is relevant to your experiment. 
